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V o l . V I I I . C I N C I N N A T I , M A Y 1, 1923. N o . 13. 
MEYERS 
WINS FIRST PLAGE 
In Intercollegiate. 
An honor has come to St. Xavier 
which has never heen secured hefore 
by her. Never before in the. history 
of the institution has first place in 
the annual Intercollegiate English 
Contest been awarded to one of her 
students. But this year, out of tlic 
3,000 papers submitted iiy contestants 
in the twelve Jesuit colleges and uni-
versities of the Missouri Province, 
that of Joseph H. Meyers, Lilieral 
Arts class of '25, has lieen given first 
honors. 
Meyer's achievement is considered 
the more notable because it is unpre-
cedented in the history of the con-
test for a Sophomore to capture the 
first prize. Meyers has an e.xcellent 
chance to anne.x the honor two more 
times, before he receives his degree. 
In his high school and college career, 
he has always excelled in English 
composition, and is perhaps the liest-
read man in the Liberal Arts College. 
Not content with securing the pre-
mier honors, however, Xavier has also 
captured ninth place this year, witii 
the essay of Wm. Irving Hart , a 
prominent student-athlete of the 
Senior class. 
I t has been, moreover, pointed out 
that great advance has been made by 
Xavier men in this contest since the 
separation of the college and high 
school in 1919, during the administra-
tion of Rev. James McCabe. The re-
cords of Xaverians since tliat time are 
as follows: 1919, John Hardig, 3rd, 
Lawrence Kyte, Sth; 1920, John Dana-
hy, 4th, Albert Weimer, Sth, Joseph 
Goodenough, 10th; 1921, Paul Nord-
loh, 6th, George Bidinger, Sth; 1922, 
George Bidinger, 3rd, Joseph Meyers, 
6th. 
"The Need of Religion in Modern 
Education" was the topic of this 
year 's contest, and the limit was set 
at 3,000 words. The full list of win-
ners is given as follows: 
First, Joseph Meyers, Cincinnati; 
second, Robert J. Murphy, Toledo; 
third, Frank P. Fogarty, Creighton; 
fourth, James Smith, Creighton; fifth, 
R. V. Carpenter, Marquette; sixth, 
Lee M. Carter, St. Louis U.; seventh, 
Charles L Hodge, St. Louis U.; 
eighth, Wilfred Hayden, St. Mary 's ; 
ninth, Wm. Irving Hart , Cincinnati; 
tenth, U. Wittig, of Campion, and 
Francis A. Byrne, of Creighton, tied. 
BULLETIN BOARD. 
May 2—Philopedian Society dis-
cusses Present Tariff 
Regulation. 
May 8—Verkarnp Debate on 
Open Shop Question. 
May 9—Philopedian Societyi,dis-
cusses Admission of 
Japanese to the U. S. 
May 16—Philopedian S o c i e t y 
discusses State Owner-
ship of Telephones and 
Telegraphs. 
MEYERS HART 
The first four men named above re-
ceived cash prizes of $50, $25, $15 and 
$10 respectively. 
Tiie es--ay of Joseph Meyers is 
printed in hill on the magazine page 
of this publication. 
P H I L O P E D I A N S D E B A T E 
R E C O G N I T I O N O F 
S O V I E T . 
"Resolved, that the United _ States 
should recognize the Soviet Govern-
ment of Russia" was the topic de-
hated at the April 11 meeting of the 
Philopedian Society. Norbert Hills, 
speaking on the negative side, argued 
that the Soviet Government could not 
govern Russia] the people of whicli 
are starving, and that instead of_ be-
ing a government of the people it is 
a tyrannical one. Joseph King and 
Victor. Feighery, on the affirmative, 
asserted that in spite of the fact that 
all the world is against the Soviet it 
has existed for live years; while the 
anti-Soviet government has declined, 
even though all nations are in favor 
of it. Moreover they said many of 
the reports of Soviet cruelty are mere 
fictions as were many alleged German 
MAY 8 
IS DATE OF VERKAMP 
Subject: "Open Shop." 
The annual Verkamp Prize Debate 
of the College of Arts has been de-
finitely set for tlie evening of May 8. 
It will be held at Memorial Hall. 
The question to l)e debated is: "Re-
solved that the policy of the closed 
shop should be adopted in the United 
States." The affirmative will be up-
held liy Jerome J. Corbett, '23, and J. 
Harry Moore, '25. John A. Murray, 
'25, and Phil. J. Kennedy, '25, will of-
fer arguments on the negative side. 
August J. Kramer, '25, will preside. 
Each year the Verkamp Debate for 
the gold medal given by Mr. Joseph 
B. Verkamp, arouses great interest. 
The side presenting the strongest ar-
gument will receive a vote of victory. 
The prize medal, however, is pre-
sented to the man making the best 
speech. In this regard, delivery as 
well as logic in argument is consid-
ered. The medal can be won by any 
of the contesting debaters. The 
judges have not yet been selected. 
L A T I N P A P E R S S E N T T O S T . 
L O U I S J U D G E S . 
The local resul ts of the annual 
Latin Intercollegiate Contest were re-
cently announced by the Faculty. The 
papers of three students, J. Meyers, 
'25; F. Arlinghaus, '26; and J. Wiener, 
'Id. have been forwarded to St. Louis 
where they will lie passed upon by 
a special board of judges. Six other 
contestants were accorded honorable 
mention. They are J. Hurley. '26; 
W. Bucheit, '26; J. Collins, '26; T. 
Manion, '26; A. Kramer, '25, and H. 
Barnhorn, '26. 
St. Xavier's record in former Latin 
Intercollegiates has iieen far from 
brilliant. I t is to be hoped that our 
showing of this year will be some-
what more creditable. 
atrocities. The decision of the house 
was given to the affirmative side. 
The following week Joseph Meyers 
and Joseph Dell took opposite sides 
on the question: "Resolved, that the 
President of the United States should 
be elected by a direct vote of the peo-
ple, "Asserting that direct vote is just 
as simple as the present electoral sys-
tem, and more expressive of the peo-
ple's will, Joseph Meyers secured the 
decision of the assembly. 
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FOR A GREATER ST. XAVIER. 
Improvement of High Scliool Building. 
Continued effort in Dormitory Drive. 
Construction of Qymnasium Building. 
Increased Interest in Academic Pursuits. 
• WHAT'S WRONG WITH ST. 
XAVIER? 
Quite recently an uneasy suspicion 
seems to have smitten the minds of 
the student body, that despite her 
spacious campus, her fine buildings 
and her brilliant faculty, all is not well 
with our College. In late meetings of 
the Liberal Arts Assembly half a 
dozen students have taken the floor 
to tell us that we have no "school 
spirit" and to suggest various reme-
dies, notably Freslimen Rules. 
Now the worst of these charges and 
suspicions is that tiiey are true. We 
have no school spirit. We are deader 
than a mausoleum, sleepier than 
Sleeping Beauty. And whatever are 
tlie merits or demerits of Freshmen 
Rules, we only deceive ourselves when 
we hope that they will alter this state 
of affairs. 
Scliool spirit may be defined as an 
unselfisli enthusiasm and loyaltj ' to-
wards one's alma maier. It cannot 
be enforced bj' legislation, or adopted 
by a unanimous vote of the Student 
Assembly; it is a personal matter. It 
does not mean tipping over street-
cars or shouting "Xavier, rah!" on 
Fountain Square or ducking some un-
happy freshman in the Eden Park 
reservoir. It means working for the 
College—-working wholeheartedly and 
without tliought of individual reward. 
And we have no school spirit at St. 
Xavier simply liecause our student 
body is perhaps tlie laziest on the 
habited earth.—That is what 's wrong 
with St. Xavier. 
The laziest, we repeat, on the ha-
bited earth. It matters not whether 
we consider athletics or academic ac-
tivities, the same blight of infernal in-
dolence is everywhere observable. In 
both cases a little group of students, 
energetic and reallj ' loj'al, are carry-
ing the full burden of our College's 
activity, while the rest—the huge ma-
jority—are simply sitting by and 
criticising. 
W e read that over ninety per cent 
of the students at Colgate take part 
in athletics. I t is doubtful if even 
tv/enty per cent of the Liberal Arts 
students of St. Xavier have ever worn 
cleated shoes or trod the practice 
field. And of these scant twenty per 
cent scarcely more than half are faith-
ful and hard-working athletes. One 
little group is the backbone of our 
football, baseball and basketball 
teams. Remove this little group and 
we should sink at once beneath the 
class of a good, second-rate high 
school. It is not true, as some dis-
gruntled rivals have asserted, that 
athletically we are a one-man school. 
But it is true that at our very best we 
are a five or si.x-man school. 
The same deplorable situation 
exists in our academic department. 
Half a dozen conscientious and care-
worn men conduct the scholarly ac-
tivities of the College. The other 
hundred and twenty are surprised and 
delighted if they slide through the 
condition exams. 
And llie worst of it is, that the very 
men who cry loudest for "pep," and 
bewail St. Xavier's lack of resem-
blance to the "snappy" colleges we 
read about are the ones who enter St, 
Xavier and depart from her without 
leaving any mark behind them save 
the jack-knife carvings on their desks. 
They are the men who are never 
heard from save at roll call—and in 
Student Assembly. 
No; St. Xavier isn't like the col-
leges we read about. But whose fault 
is it? We desire "pep," life, school 
spirit and real enthusiasm, but we 
cannot obtain these liy enacting silly 
rules or practising yells in Alumni 
Hall. It is up to each individual stu-
dent to work for St. Xavier, to do 
sometliing for his College, to help 
transform her into that bigger, bet-
ter school we dream about. There is 
no man who can be spared in this un-
dertaking; there is no man who can-
not help. He may not be able to 
make the football team; at least he 
can attend the games. He may not 
be able to win a scholarship medal; 
at least he can pass his exams. He 
may not write for the College paper: 
at least he can pay his subscription. 
COLLEGE WEBSTER. 
THF. STUDENT ASSEMBLY. 
The .A.rls Student Assembly of St. 
Xavier College has been a misnomer 
in former years. It should have been 
called the Lounging Cluh, conducted 
for the convenience of the student 
body. The Faculty has granted class 
time to this organization doulitless 
laboring under the misapprehension 
tliat important business was con-
ducted in it. 
In the past, many misguided chaps 
liave "taken the floor" and have fur-
nished the entertainment for those 
who were unable to go to sleep. The 
only .sign of genuine activity was dis-
plaj'cd at adjournment. 
The members were too indolent to 
yawn. 
Now, the Student Assembly seems 
to have come out of its lethargy, and 
to have broken the shackles of Mor-
pheus. The present year has seen 
several important projects put 
througli. Several lively discussions 
have succeeded the "boresome af-
fairs" of former years. While im-
provement in the matter of attend-
Quartette—A quartette is composed 
of four persons. They are usually 
afflicted with the singing habit, and 
refuse to be convinced that they are 
"rotten." 
Philopedian—Taken from "philos" 
meaning friend, and "pes, pedis" 
foot. Therefore, "friendly foot" is 
the watchword of this organization. 
In practice it works out this way. 
One member makes a motion that 
a certain individual be given the 
"philopedian" or "friendlj' foot" and 
the censor promptly carries out the 
motion. 
Ammeter—An instrument for measur-
ing 'ams. I t is usually "On the 
pork" as the result of "some big 
cow" tinkering with it. 
Fountain Pen—A thing usually pre-
faced by "may I borrow your." 
Goal Post—Two unoffending pieces of 
wood connected by a bar at some 
distance from the ground. They 
seem to arouse the coach's ire when 
the leather oval fails to drop be-
tween them. 
IN OUR LETTER BOX 
The Philopedian Society. 
Dear Editor: 
The Philopedian Society is mas-
querading as a debating society. I t 
is alternately in a state of hiberna-
tion or suffering from a violent case 
of spring fever. Debaters are ap-
pointed, the society convenes, and the 
chairman informs the members that 
so-and-so is busy with a Chocolate 
Malted Milk and therefore is unable 
to attend; or that what-you-may-
callut is at present engaged in ex-
hausting his tenth consecutive danc-
ing partner and begs to be excused. 
The society then entertains itself with 
recitations about the Easter Bunny, 
and thought provoking discussions 
regarding the color of the ballots, the 
part of the chairman's hair, and the 
relative softness of oak and pine 
chairs. 
Happily of late the debaters have 
put in an appearance, but the book 
containing Roberts ' "Rules of Order" 
is still numbered among the missing. 
This state of affairs could be im-
proved by the debaters preparing de-
bates of higher calibre, and by the 
house engaging in discussion perti-
nent to the resolution. 
H O M O "SAP"iens. 
ance and suppression of the "play in-
stinct" arc in order, still in the main 
the outlook is promising. The germ 
of "Hello Bill" was born in this or-
ganization and its members aided in 
nurturing it to success. 
Let us hope that the Student As-
sembl}'' is thoroughly awake, and not 
merely sleep-walking. 
T H E X A V E R I A N N E W S 
Sporting page X 
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"IRV" HART. 
Irv H a r t leaves us this year; and 
behind him lie leaves a memorable 
record, which should be an example 
to all lower classmen. I t can be 
truthfully said that he is one of the 
most popular and finest fellows at St. 
Xavier ' College. 
He is a star both on the field and 
in the class room. All the major 
sports have claimed him. Ever since 
he entered college four years ago-— 
not to speak of high school^—his name 
has been connected with football, 
baseball and liasketball. Pie was good 
in each, but football was his specialty. 
Every team has its hard-luck play-
er. There is always someone in 
every assembly of athletes who seems 
to be the one to suffer some injury 
just when he is ready to play. Such 
a hard-luck athlete is Irving Hart . 
His first year of football was the 
only full year that he played. He put 
up a great game that year, and was 
hailed as the star of the team. Since 
then he has been able to play little. 
After preparing throughout the fol-
lowing summer for the next season, 
he took sick just before the opening 
of school and was kept out of ath-
letics during the entire year. This 
year, in fine condition and weighing 
more than he ever had before, Irv 
turned out again for gridiron practice. 
Everything went fine; the season was 
about to begin; Irv had regained his 
regular berth—when, one afternoon 
just, a few days before the opening 
game, his knee was seriously injured. 
Before it healed most of the season 
was gone and he was able to play in 
only a few games. Pie took part in 
the Navy game, however. 
I rv is not one of those whose ef-
forts end with athletics. In the class 
room his ability is-no less prominent. 
A conscientious student, eager to 
learn, he always takes home a report 
card laden with high marks. Irv is 
especially good at English and ' took 
ninth place in the recent inter-col-
legiate contest.—J. H. 
On account of inclement weather 
the base-ball game for Saturday, April 
14, was called off. 
^-
-•d> 
Phone Ridge 4014. 
CHAS. THORBURN & SON 
T H E C O M P O S I T I O N ROOFERS 
Yard: 
1417 Walnut St. 
Cincinnati, O. 
Residence: 
2256 Monrie Ave. 
Norwood, O. 
OH, WHEN SHALL 
GET IT? 
WE 
The construction of a dormitory 
has already begun and the first wing 
of this large building is expected to 
be completed by October. With its 
completion, even though it is filling 
Xavier's greatest need, there will still 
be something lacking—it is a gym-
nasium. 
All through the glorious history of 
St. Xavier our college has licen han-
dicapped by the lack of a gymnasium. 
With the erection of dormitories and 
the influx of boarding students this 
handicap looms up as an aggravating 
obstacle. The students in the dorms 
must spend much of their spare time 
in other places tha,n the library, and 
what can offer more diversion, more 
entertainment, and give better means 
of getting that vigorous exercise that 
every student requires, than a gym-
nasium? 
A gj'm would help immensely in the 
promotion of athletics. Inadeciuate 
accommodations for the carrying on 
of indoor sports such as liasketball 
has been very detrimental to advance-
ment of such sports at St. X. 
A closer welding together of the 
student body would be the indirect 
result. The hours in which a student 
has no class or the hours after class 
that now hang heavily on the stu-
dents' hands could be spent swim-
ming, etc., and thus help to build him 
up physically, besides associating him 
more closely with his fellow students. 
Tliese hours now are frequently spent 
in "crap" games, "movies" and vaude-
ville shows. We hope that Providence 
has decreed that this crying need of a 
gymnasium will soon be fulfilled. 
The first intercollegiate. game of 
baseball was held July 1, 1859, be-
tween Amherst and Williams and the 
first intercollegiate game of football 
was held November 6, 1869, between 
Princeton and Rutgers. 
m. 
SPRING PRACTICE. 
It is unfortunate that it is impos-
sible for St. Xavier lo hold spring 
football practice this year. It is still 
more unfortunate and is to be re-
gretted since seven regulars of last 
year's squad will be lost due to 
graduation, and their places are to be 
filled by new and inexperienced men. 
Opposition this fall will also be the 
stiffest that any St. Xavier team has 
faced. St. Louis University, Navy, 
Ohio Wesleyan, Oliio Llniversity and 
Haskell should make things mighty 
interesting. 
Al. Rolfes, Irv. Plart, "Yobe" Cush-
ing, Leo Du Bois. "Tish" McGarry. 
Lou Eberts and Mike Hellenthal are 
the men graduating in June, and Dick 
Marnell intends to enter medical col-
lege in September. At present it ap-
pears that quarterback will be the 
hardest hole to plug up, for last year 
no competent man was developed 
who can replace Cushing. Perhaps 
the real thing will be uncovered from 
among the yearlings. 
MARSHALL LOSES BOTH 
GAMES. 
On Friday the St. X. baseball team 
journeyed to Huntington, W. Va., and 
hooked up with the Marshall College 
team in a two-game scries. The blue 
and white won the Friday game liy 
tlie score of 5 lo 1. The pitching of 
Weiskittle and the homers of Ball 
and Rapp featured. 
On Saturday afternoon tlie locals 
again won by the huge score of 14 to 
13. Bartlett held the mound until 
relieved by Marnell, and the latter re-
linquished the position to Weiskittle 
who finished in fine style. 
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BASEBALL OUTLOOK IS 
STILL DOUBTFUL. 
When the call went forth for base-
ball a crowd of about fifty turned out 
to show their stuff. After several 
weeks of weeding out Coach King has 
twenty men on the squad still fighting 
hard for regular berths. With seven 
letter men as a nucleus the present 
year's team should be a powerful ag-
gregation but the heavy hitters of last 
year's team are sorely missed. I t will 
take weeks of continued batt ing prac-
tice to develop "willow wielders" of 
the type of Reynolds, Albers and 
Mussio. 
To date Jupiter Pluvius has not 
been verj' considerate, having post-
poned two of our games, so that we 
are scarcely able to state just what we 
may e.xpect from this year's club. 
T H E S C H E D U L E . 
April 28—Stivers at Dayton, Ohio. 
May 4—Covington at Avon Field. 
May 8—Dayton, Ky., at Dayton, Ky. 
May 11—Lockland at Avon Field. 
May 19—Stivers at Avon Field. 
May 21—Dayton, Ky., at Avon Field. 
May 22—O. M. I. at College Hill. 
May 25—Manual, Louisville at Avon 
Field. 
May 29—Covington at Covington. 
June 1—Open. 
June 8—Hughes at Avon Field. 
HIGH SCHOOL NOTES. 
Did you ever stop to think that the 
only sycamore on the whole length 
of Sycamore street stands noble in its 
desolation in front of St. Xavier's 
High School. Quite a distinction, we 
hold it to be, to have this last rem-
nant of that one-time shady grove, 
flourishing here before us, and since 
the adoption of the sycamore as our 
national tree is now under considera-
tion, we feel all the pride of a national 
shrine. 
"Where is my catechism?" is one of 
well known yells of Fourth Year D. 
In a recent catechism massacre, many 
of the pious books strayed out of the 
windows and on to the ledges of 
blackboards. Anyone discovering said 
volumes will please return them to 
the-rightful owners. 
A movement to install elevators in 
tlie • liigh school building would be 
greatly appreciated by the students of 
Fourtli D. This class is becoming 
leg-weary from going to the fourth 
floor for Physics class. Let us hope 
that some strong-hearted students 
make such a proposition. 
One result of the St. X-Newport 
debate is that we have all learned 
what a marvelous variety of meanings 
the word "draw" has. 
m' 'm 
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VICTORY IN SINGLES IS 
MOST CERTAIN. 
Preparat ions are being made to 
make the proposed tennis tournament 
a success in every sense of the term. 
Opening matches will probably be 
held May 1, weather permitting. The 
first inter-scholastic match will take 
place on Friday, May 4, Norwood 
Pligh furnishing the opposition. Our 
team will be coached by Mr. Loch-
bilef, S.J. 
Victory in the singles is almost cer-
tain as Ralph Stacey, aided by lesser 
luminaries, will represent us in that 
event. 
SENIOR AND JUNIOR 
SODALITIES UNITE. 
Because of the arrival of the warm 
weather the Senior and the Junior 
Sodalities have agreed to unite and 
hold their meetings on the same day. 
The first united meeting was held last 
Tuesday. I t proved very successful. 
The meetings are still as short as 
ever. Although these weekly assem-
blies of the Sodalists have been well 
attended in the past, still there is 
room for improvement. This increase 
in the number at the meetings can 
only be had by each one paying strict 
attention to the day on which the 
Sodality meets. 
A black mark was checked against 
the _ high school students recently. 
Their reputation vvas somewhat dark-
ened at an assembly held a few days 
ago when a great number of the stu-
dents became boisterous and dis-
played very ill manners. This was 
indeed a demonstration of poor 
sportsmanship and it will be a difficult 
task for us to live down the reputa-
tion we have merited for ourselves by 
this breach of conduct. 
PLAYER P I A N O S 
VICTROLAS A N D 
B A N D I N S T R U M E N T S 
Highest Quality Lowest Prices 
GEO. P. GROSS 
1324 Main Street Cincinnati, O. 










T H E WINNING ESSAY IN 
INTERCOLLEGIATE. 
The Need of Religion in Modern 
Education. 
There is one outstanding fact which 
impresses itself upon a student of the 
history of the Middle Ages; namely, 
the omnipresence and near-omnipo-
tence, during those centuries, of the 
Catholic influence. Whether one 
reads of art, or science, or literature; 
of state-craft, exploration, or warfare; 
everywhere he encounters the name 
of the Catholic Church. All art was 
religious art ; all science was under 
the patronage of the Church; every 
explorer planted his banner in the 
name of a Most Catholic Majesty, and 
built a church before he built a block-
house. All roads, in brief, led to 
Rome; and even when men went 
forth to kill each other they wore a 
cross on their shoulders. 
Europe of the Middle Ages was 
filled full—drunk, if you like—with 
Catholic dogma and philosophy. Re-
ligion was the soul and center of all 
thought, the substance and the end 
of all education. Whether this all-
pervading Catholic spirit was good or 
evil is a matter much disputed by 
historians. Catholics maintain, and 
rightly, that it was responsible for the 
most glorious and admirable epoch in 
human history. W e assert that it was 
the Church which salvaged civiliza-
tion when "creation crashed at 
Rome;" which met the all-conquering 
barbarian, civilized and christianized 
him; which fostered the arts and sci-
ences through a thousand years; and 
broke the back of the sinister Moslem 
invasion. It was precisely because 
men of the Middle Ages were trained 
from earliest childhood to believe and 
think and act as Catholics, that they 
were able to build up the power and 
glory of Christendom and establish a 
great United States of Europe, whose 
capitol was at Rome. 
H o w much more this universal 
Catholic education might have ac-
complished we do not know, for it 
was defeated and broken down in its 
very prime by insidious counter-
forces. The Renaissance was at first, 
to all appearances, an innocent and 
even commendable movement. But 
with the revival of the old Greek cul-
ture, inevitably came a revival of 
pagan naturalism. Religion became 
of less importance in the schools; 
rhetoric and the great pagan literature 
were the things. Dark years fol-
lowed, of religious decline and moral 
decay that ate into the very heart of 
Christendom. And then was born 
the Protes tant Reformation, child of 
the Renaissance. 
, Paradoxical though the statement 
inay seem, the Reformation was dis-
tinctly an anti-religious movement. 
Eaten full of pagan materialism and 
sensuality men tired of the stern and 
ascetic moral code of the Church. 
Protestantism, in effect, was a com-
promise between Catholicism and pa-
ganism. It was a weakening of the 
grip of religion upon men. Its dog-
mas were less exacting; its morality 
less rigorous than those of the Moth-
er Church. .'\s a consequence, educa-
tion outside the Church has tended 
since the Reformation to become less 
and less religious. By the glorious 
Counter-Reformation Catholicism re-
gained its former vigor and purity, 
and Catholic education became once 
more soundly religious. But among 
Protestants it was but an easy step 
from the teaching that men might 
interpret the Bible as they pleased to 
the teaching that men might interpret 
the Bible if they pleased. From the 
doctrine that one Church was as good 
as another it was inevitable to arrive 
at the conclusion that no church was 
very good. As a result religion, dur-
ing the Middle .A.ges the soul and cen-
ter of men's lives, became, in the de-
cline of religious education, more and 
more of their lives a thing apart-— 
purely a matter of choice, and, at last, 
of indifference. 
Today Protestantism is almost 
dead; it is submerged in skepticism 
and indifferentism. No longer an af-
firmative religion, it is little more 
than an inherited tradition of preju-
dice against the Catholic Church. But 
atheism and anti-clericalism are 
stronger and more active than ever 
before; and recognizing in the Cath-
olic Church their chief, almost their 
sole opponent, they are making use of 
this surviving Protestant prejudice to 
assail her. Such organizations as the 
Ku Klux Klan, and the whole swarm 
of American newspapers of the de-
funct "Menace" type, are the results 
of their activity. .-Vud of late years, 
as in the past, this anti-Catholic move-
ment has centered the full strength 
of its attack upon our Catholic 
schools. 
It would seem, therefore, that anti-
clericals recognize religious education 
to be the very heart of the Catholic 
system. With the exception of a few 
private Protestant institutions in 
which some semblance of Christianity 
is taught, the Catholic schools and 
academies are the only religious 
schools in our country. If they can 
be legislated out of existence, re-
ligious education will perish in the 
United States.—"But why perish?" it 
will be objected, "are there not the 
Sunday schools and'home instruction? 
Protestants have been depending on 
these for years." 
Yes, Protestants have been depend-
ing on these for years, and the decline 
and near death of non-Catholic Chris-
tianity is the result. Evidently Sun-
day school instructions once a week, 
largely consisting in the memorizing 
of Bible texts, is "not enough to 
ground young children steadfastly in 
their religion. It will be recalled that 
Christ said to His Apostles, "Going, 
therefore, teach ye all nations;" and 
not "Going, therefore, distribute the 
Bible among all nations, then sit back 
and watch it work." The Christian 
religion is not something to be taught 
only on Sundays. I t i^ a vast and 
mighty system, in which the child 
must be instructed, constantly; and 
from his earliest days if he is to know 
and practice it through life. 
As for home teaching, the answer 
is obvious. Who would suggest that 
we close our schools, and let parents 
instruct their children in reading, 
writing, mathematics, the sciences 
and languages? Few parents could 
be found with either skill or leisure 
enough to undertake this huge task, 
and even those few could not hope to 
succeed so well as a practised teacher 
who makes pedagogy his life study. 
Just so, while I the parents aid im-
mensely in imparting religious in-
struction to their children, it is vitally 
important that these children be 
taught more fully the divine truths of 
Christianity in our Catholic schools 
and colleges and by our holy priests 
and nuns. 
I have remarked above thac the re-
volt against Catholicism in the Re-
formation epoch was in reality a re-
volt against Catholic moral ideals. 
There was no compromi.= e with the 
Ten Commandments in die Church. 
Even in the days when ^iie life of her 
Pope was an open scandal the teach-
ings and ideals of the Cathode Church 
remained as high and pure as when 
Jesus first preached them to the mul-
titude. So, unable to alter the divine 
standard of our Church, men broke 
with her and strove to destroy her; 
Luther because he could not keep his 
vow of chastity; Henry V I I I because 
Rome would not sanction adultery. 
That this indictment is not unjust 
is well attested by conditions in our 
present day world. Everywhere about 
us we sec filth and greed. Flagrant 
immorality, race suicide, the divorce 
evil; the oppression of the poor, and 
injustice to the laboring man are pre-
valent throughout modern society, are 
winked at or feebly denounced by the 
Protestant creeds. Only the Catholic 
Church has stood firmly for Christian 
purity and justice, regardless "of the 
cost. 
It is significant that this moral de-
cay of non-Catholic society has been 
coincident with the decline of non-
Catholic religious education. The 
public schools of America are non-re-
ligious and consequently over sixty 
per cent of Americans profess no re-
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ligious belief. Without religious edu-
cation there can be no true knowl-
edge of religion, and without religion 
there can be no basis for a pure and 
equitable moral code. The non-. 
theistic origin of man, as now taught 
by many scientists, is made the foun-
dation of countless denials of free-
will, moral responsibility and, con-
sequently, the need for self-restraint. 
The Ten Commandments have been 
superseded by the law of the survival 
of the fittest, and the golden rule by 
the law of self-preservation. That 
one should love one's neighbor as 
oneself is an absurd and monstrous 
paradox without the sanction of re-
ligion. 
"But," it will be urged in objection, 
"virtue is an innate ideal of man; it 
existed even among the old pagans." 
Aye, but rarely and then almost in-
variably in connection with a primi-
tive religion and belief in a future 
state of reward and punishment. And 
there is one great, all-important 
Christian virtue which cannot exist in a 
non-Christian society—humility. Mar-
cus Aurelius preached a high morality, 
but he was very conscious that it was 
high, and therefore exceptional. He 
regarded the just and pure man as an 
exception and therefore entitled to 
feel proud of himself. Irreligion may 
call virtue desirable; it is only re-
ligion that can call it a duty. Pagan-
ism spoke of the Seven Wise Men of 
Greece, but Christianity reminds us 
that even St. Paul and St. Francis of 
Assisi and St. Teresa were at best un-
profitable servants. 
Religious education, we see, there-
fore, is essential to the preservation 
of faith and morality among our 
youth. But the Catholic Church is 
not static but kinetic. It was not 
commissioned merely to hold its own, 
but rather to conquer all nations. 
Once any organization is content to 
take the defensive it is on the road 
to ruin, for, as Chesterton has pointed 
out, one consequence of Original Sin 
is that things invariably go backward 
when they stand still. Hence our 
Catholic youth must be taught not 
only to persevere in their faith, but 
to fight for it. The Church is essen-
tially a Church Militant, but it is only 
by thoroughly knowing his religion 
that one can defend it from the at-
tacks of bigots. True, prejudice can-
not be reasoned with, but it can be 
silenced. No bigot will listen to a 
Catholic's philosophy, but even a 
bigot will be affected when indisputa-
ble facts prove him a liar. 
Religious education is absolutely 
necessary, too, if the Church is to 
breast the rising tide of indifferentism 
far more dangerous than mere bigo-
try. It is easier to argue with a man 
who is stubbornly mistaken than with 
one who holds no view at all, for the 
former is at least interested. Most 
men are not hostile to our Church; 
they are simply ignorant of it. And 
they, will not come to seek us out. 
W e must hunt for them; wc must put 
ourselves before them; explain to 
them our position. And this can be 
done only by an enlightened and con-
firmed body of Catholic laymen—that 
is, by the products of religious edu-
cation. 
Lastly there are that numerous 
class of Protes tants to be reckoned 
wit'a, who are neither bigots nor in-
differentists, but sincere and God-
fearing men and women, outside the 
true fold merely because they were 
liorn so. Almost invariably these are 
attracted bjf the beauty of the Cath-
olic Church when they come to know 
it, but only too often they never come 
to know it. Here again is a crying 
need for fervent and well-instructed 
lay apostles, for these can reach fields 
that even our clergy cannot hope to 
touch. 
Briefly, religious education is not 
only desirable but absolutely neces-
sary if, according to the promise of 
Christ, our Church is to endure and 
the gates of hell are not to prevail 
against her. It is necessary to con-
firm our children in the faith of their 
fathers, to preserve them from the 
moral corruptions of the day, and to 
fit them to be the champions and 
torchbearers of the Catholic Church 
throughout the world. I t is not in a 
few minutes o r . a t a little cost, but 
after years of study and prayer that 
some glimpse of the true supernatural 
beauty of our holy religion is granted 
one. And that our youth may attain 
to this vision is the true end of Cath-
olic religious education—that they 
may realize the Church is not a curi-
ous old relic; not a dim tradition 
handed down from God knows when 
by God knows whom, in which they 
must believe to please their parents 
and maiden aunts ; not a mere inci-
dent in their lives; but something 
alive, something electric, something 
immensely important ; a complete and 
joyous philosophy of life applicable 
to the smallest earthly affair; a chart 
and guide book for this and the world 
to come; a treasure house of the arts 
and sciences; a great political and so-
cial force; a spiritual nation, with a 
dynasty older and more illustrious 
than any man-made monarchy's , an-
cient or modern; a divinely instituted 
organism, ever youthful and intensely 
aggressive, whose Voice is the Voice 
of God Himself, and whose Life is tho 
Light of men. 
J O S E P H H. M E Y E R S . 
ALUMNI DISCUSSES ADMIS-
SION OF CO-EDS. 
ALUMNI NOTES. 
On Wednesday, April 18, the newly-
elected rector. Father H, F. Brock-
man, S.J., was the guest of honor at 
a reception given by the Alumni. In 
his address, delivered before the as-
sociation. Father Brockman presented 
his views on education, emphasizing 
the efficacy of a classical education 
and its wholesome influence on Cath-
olic manhood. 
A Requiem High Mass was sung in 
the Students ' Chapel at the - high 
school for the repose of the soul of 
Mr. Nicholas J. Hoban, Sr., who died 
on April 9. R. I. P. 
Discussion of the question to admit 
women graduates of the co-educa-
tional departments of St. Xavier Col-
lege into the Alumni Association was 
the principal topic of the Alumni 
meeting, held Wednesday evening, 
April 18, at Memorial Hall . Since 
extension of such membership to co-
eds involves a change in the constitu-
tion and a departure from the estab-
lished custom, great interest was 
manifested at the session. 
The meeting also served as a fitting 
time for an Alumni reception of Rev. 
Huber t Brockmann, S.J., new presi-
dent of the college. Father Brock-
man is an alumnus of St. Xavier of 
the class of '96. 
The meeting was honored with the 
presence of Mr. Quigley, National 
League baseball umpire, an alumnus 
of St. Mary's College, St. Marys, Kas., 
and athlete and coach of note. 
After the business session, the 
members present retired to the Stu-
dents ' Inn where refreshments were 
served. 
Mr. Joseph Vesper and Joseph C. 
Clemons, of the class of 1922, were 
received into the association. Presi-
dent J. D. Cloud presided at the meet-
ing. 
FACULTY NOTES. 
The Very Rev. F . X. McMenamy, 
S.J., honored the college with a visit 
during the week of April 9. 
Rev. H. S. Spalding, S.J., editor of 
"The Queen's Work ," called on some 
of the members of his old class in the 
Arts department on April 18. 
Rev. J. C. Daley, S.J., of Loyola 
University, Chicago, is a guest at 
Hinkle Hall for the annual retreat . 
-A' 
Mr. George Bidinger, '22, former 
editor of the Xaverian News, for a 
period of two years, has taken the 
Knights of Columbus scholarship ex-
aminations. 
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THOUGHT. 
A wondrous thing—the human mind 
and thoughtl 
Tha t thought, which is not held by 
time or space; 
Which, even now, in far-off, distant 
Thrace, 
Two thousand years agone, resists 
the plot 
Of tyrant kings, or proudly casts his 
lot 
With armoured, marching men; but 
now this place , 
And time is gone, for thought has 
sped apace 
To other realms—it flies, it tarries not. 
If thought is such, so limitless in 
power— 
The potent servant of the will of man. 
Then surelj ' it should seek a noble 
sphere 
And scorn its given purposes to 
lower. 
For thought is ours to use as best we 
can— 
To be the mind's adornment—or its 
fear. 
l E M P Y . 
T H E CRUSADE SPIRIT. 
In days when Old World faith was 
s t rong 
And Christian spirit possessed the 
lands. 
The Saracen crime and Moorish 
wrong 
Was swift avenged by Crusade hands 
Which held the cross; but shifting 
sands 
Of Unbelief swept the Dove. 
Grim strife arose, and lawless bands 
Return, O Crusade Spirit of Love! 
The years and centuries rolled on 
And Discord black shut out the Light, 
But Glamorous Gain, unruly, shone 
And caught men's eyes; no more did 
Right 
Hold sway—War surged, and Power 
was might. 
No more did Grace come from 
above— 
Alen looked not Heavenward in their 
plight. 
Rclurn, 0 Crusade Spirit of Love! 
At length all powers of evil rose 
-And cast a spark from Hades ' fire 
To Ear th ; the gathering flames dis-
close 
A score of nations' wrath and ire 
Inflamed and armed, a warning dire 
To shameless men, and tyrant move 
It seemed the Peace-Dove's funeral 
pire. 
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Envoi. 
Thy help is needed. Spirit Fair, 
The wearied world must seek the 
Dove; 
Thy light must outshine conquest's 
glare. 
Return, O Crusade Spirit of Love! 
J E M P Y . 
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MARY'S BIRTHDAY 
PRESENT.. 
Peter Kline was returning home 
from a hard day's work. In his 
pocket he carried a diamond ring, his 
daughter 's birthday present. Sudden-
ly as he passed a dark alley the bar-
rel of a revolver lodged against his 
chest and a voice muttered: 
"All right! Take it easy!" 
Instinctively the man elevated his 
arms. The bandit dexterously felt 
every pocket. Taking the ring, money 
and watch, he quietly departed. 
The victim made a hurried call at 
police headquarters and delivered the 
little information he possessed. They 
told him there was small hope of re-
covery; however, they would do their 
best. 
Kline traversed the distance home 
in the heat of chagrin. His wife met 
him at the door. Her face was tense 
and wore a look of anxiety. 
"Did you get the ring?" the ques-
tion was put tensely. 
"I bought it, but—" his lips trem-
bled. 
"Oh, Peter, you lost it? And she 
wanted it so bad." 
"Mary, dear, I couldn't help it. I've 
been robbed, 1—" 
The door opened upon the occu-
pants of the hall. Their daughter en-
tered. Her eyes were ecstatic. 
"Look what Har ry gave me!" she 
cried. She handed Peter a little 
square box. In it was the stolen ring. 
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CARD OF CONDOLENCE. 
The Faculty and student body 
unite in offering sincere con-
dolences to Irving and James 
Hart, whose beloved mother 
died suddenly Saturday, April 
21st. Funeral services were held 
Tuesday, April 24. Solemn Re-
quiem High Mass at St. Mary's 
Cathedral, Covington, was at-
tended in a body by the students 
of the Liberal Arts Department. 
R. I. P. 
CATHOLIC STUDENTS' CRU-
SADE AGAINST BIGOTRY. 
Opposition to the wave of bigotry 
now sweeping the country will be one 
of the topics discussed by delegates to 
the Fourth General Convention of the 
Catholic Students ' Mission Crusade, 
to be held at the University of Notre 
Dame this summer. 
The official slogan of the conven-
tion, "Notre Dame—To Defend the 
Cross," is explained by Crusade of-
ficials as meaning warfare on bigotry 
as well as a campaign to remove ig-
norance about missionary matters . 
Stress is laid particularly on the 
necessity of counteracting the efforts 
of proselytizing agencies in the South-
west. 
Modern paganism being introduced 
into the Orient by English-speaking 
promoters of commercial enterprises 
is another development which is re-
ceiving special consideration. These 
particular phases of the mission prob-
lem are being made the subjects of a 
poster campaign and have been desig-
nated as constituting "the mission 
peril." 
The slogan for the convention at 
Notre Dame was adopted from a large 
number submitted by student mem-
bers of the Crusade. The organiza-
tion is inade up principally of students 
in Catholic colleges, universities and 
other institutions of learning in the 
United States and Canada, and has a 
membership of 250,000. 
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